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NOTICE 

The  purpose  of  this  document  is  to  inform  Illinois  citizens 
of  the  proposed  public  involvement  procedures  for  the 
statewide  transportation  planning  and  program  develop¬ 
ment  process.  Interested  individuals,  organizations,  and 
agencies  may  submit  comments  to  the  Illinois  Department 
of  Transportation  (IDOT)  for  consideration  on  the  public 
involvement  procedures.  All  comments  must  be  received 
by  May  31 ,  1994. 
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PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT  OPPORTUNITIES 

Public  involvement  is  an  important  part  of  the 
process  of  developing  statewide  transporta¬ 
tion  system  improvement  plans  and  programs. 
It  enhances  consensus  and  support.  The  IDOT 
planning  and  programming  process  is  de¬ 
signed  to  provide: 

•  early  and  continuing  opportunities  for 
public  involvement; 

•  timely  dissemination  of  Information  about 
transportation  plans  and  programs; 

•  reasonable  public  access  to  technical 
and  policy  information; 

•  adequate  notice  to  the  public  regarding 
public  involvement  opportunities  and 
activities; 

•  adequate  time  for  public  review  and 
comment  at  key  decision  points; 

•  identification  and  consideration  of  the 
needs  of  those  traditionally  underserved 
by  the  transportation  system; 

•  documentation  of  all  comments  submitted 
by  the  public;  and 

•  periodic  review  and  revision  of  the  public 
Involvement  process. 


TRANSPORTATION  PLAN  AND  PROGRAMS 


IDOT  publishes  the  following  documents  that 
provide  for  public  involvement  with  Its  planning 
and  programming  activities. 

Transportation  Plan  The  transportation  plan 
identifies  anticipated  trends,  needs,  and  issues 
that  will  affect  transportation  service  and  de¬ 
mand  in  the  next  25  years,  and  sets  long  range 
goals,  priorities  and  policies  for  developing 
future  project-specific  transportation  programs 
within  realistic  funding  resources. 

Transportation  Programs  The  transportation 
programs  Identify  actual  improvement  projects 
as  well  as  funding  and  schedules  for  imple¬ 
menting  them.  Highway  and  public  transporta¬ 
tion  programs  are  published  annually  In  the 
following  documents. 

•  The  proposed  Multi-Year  Programs  (MYP) 
for  highways  and  public  transportation  are 
required  by  Illinois  law. 

The  highway  edition  includes  state  and 
federally-funded  highway  projects  on  the 
state  and  local  systems.  There  are  five 
years  of  state  and  three  years  of  local 
highway  projects  included  in  the  MYP.  In 
addition,  after  the  completion  of  the  trans¬ 
portation  budget,  an  Annual  Highway 
Improvement  Program  Is  published  that  up¬ 
dates  the  annual  element  of  the  MYP. 

The  MYP  for  public  transportation  contains 
capital  projects  for  a  five-year  period  with 
the  first  year  of  projects  specifically  identi¬ 
fied.  Expected  operating  expenditures  are 
included  In  the  first-year  element. 

•  The  Statewide  Transportation  Improvement 
Program  (STIP)  Is  required  by  the  federal 
Intermodal  Surface  Transportation  Effi¬ 
ciency  Act.  It  contains  all  federal  and  state- 
funded  highway  and  public  transportation 
projects  proposed  In  Illinois  over  a  three- 
year  period. 


PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT  IN  THE  PLAN 


To  ensure  widespread  public  involvement 
during  all  stages  of  the  planning  process,  IDOT 
maintains  a  mailing  list  of  over  5,000  organiza¬ 
tions  and  persons  from  whom  public  involve¬ 
ment  is  sought.  The  list  includes  state  and 
local  public  officials  and  agencies;  major 
state-wide  economic,  business  and  public 
affairs  organizations;  environmental  groups; 
private-sector  transportation  providers;  unions 
and  employee  organizations;  newspapers; 
radio  and  television  stations;  public  libraries; 
and  all  requesting  private  citizens. 

There  are  three  stages  of  public  involvement  In 
the  development  and  subsequent  updates  of 
the  plan. 

Stage  I  Identifying  Issues 

Factors  affecting  future  transportation  needs 
and  the  effects  of  transportation  system  Im¬ 
provements  are  identified  and  analyzed  in  this 
stage.  Public  involvement  is  sought  as  informa¬ 
tional  input  to  this  analysis.  Four  activities  take 
place. 

•  A  primer  document  Is  prepared  that  identi¬ 
fies  and  discusses  major  issues  that  deter¬ 
mine  the  contents  and  decisions  in  the 
statewide  long-range  plan. 

•  The  primer  document  is  distributed  to 
persons  and  organizations  on  the  public 
involvement  mailing  list. 

•  Meetings  are  held  with  state  and  local 
government  officials  and  agencies,  and 
private-sector  transportation  providers 
to  receive  and  review  technical  input. 

•  Several  regional  public  forums  are  held 
throughout  the  state  for  citizens  and  groups 
to  present  oral  and  written  input.  Written 
Input  is  also  accepted  from  those  unable  to 
attend  the  forums. 

Announcement  of  the  forums  is  included  In 
the  primer  document,  and  display  adver¬ 
tisements  Inviting  participation  in  the 
forums  are  published  In  newspapers 
throughout  Illinois. 


stage  II  Draft  Plan  Review 

The  purpose  of  public  involvement  activities  in 
this  stage  is  to  review  the  draft  plan  to  ensure 
that  it  accurately  reflects  the  future  needs  and 
constraints  that  will  shape  transportation 
improvement  programs. 

•  Draft  plans  are  mailed  to  all  persons  and 
organizations  on  the  public  involvement 
mailing  list. 

•  Several  regional  public  forums  are  held 
throughout  the  state  for  citizens  and  groups 
to  present  oral  and  written  comment  regar¬ 
ding  the  proposed  priorities  and  policies  in 
the  draft  plan.  Written  input  is  also  accep¬ 
ted  from  those  unable  to  attend  the  forums. 

Announcement  of  the  forums  is  included  in 
the  draft  plan  and  display  advertisements 
regarding  availability  of  the  draft  plan  and  ■ 
the  draft  review  forums  are  published  In 
newspapers  throughout  Illinois. 

Stage  III  Plan  Distribution 

The  final  stage  Involves  making  the  plan  avail¬ 
able  to  the  public  by: 

•  mailing  copies  to  all  individuals  and  organi¬ 
zations  on  the  mailing  list,  and  publishing 
advertisements  regarding  availability  of  the 
plan  in  newspapers  throughout  Illinois. 

In  addition,  a  summary  of  the  statewide  long- 
range  transportation  plan  is  prepared  and 
copies  are  available  for  distribution  to  the 
public  at  IDOT  offices  and  local  government 
agencies. 
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PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT  IN  THE  PROGRAMS 

The  public  involvement  procedures  for  the 
programs  are  implemented  in  three  stages  as 
follows. 

Stage  I  The  Proposed  MYP 

Each  spring  highway  and  public  transportation 
MYPs  are  developed  and  published.  The  MYPs 
are  updated  annually  based  on  plan  direction, 
program  emphasis,  project  priorities,  available 
scheduling,  and  available  funding.  These  doc¬ 
uments  initiate  the  public  involvement  process 
and  provide  opportunity  for  input  into  the  pro¬ 
posed  program  Immediately  upon  its  publica¬ 
tion. 

Press  releases  are  issued  announcing  the 
release  of  the  MYPs  and  soliciting  review  and 
comment.  The  proposed  MYP  Is  available  at 
IDOT  offices  and  through  the  library  system 
statewide.  In  addition,  the  MYP  Is  distributed  to 
the  minols  General  Assembly,  local  govern¬ 
ments,  citizen  and  interest  groups  for  review 
and  comment  prior  to  the  adoption  of  IDOT’s 
budget. 

IDOT  documents  the  results  of  all  public  com¬ 
ments  prior  to  the  development  of  the  draft 
STIR 

Stage  II  Draft  STIP  Review 

The  draft  STIP  is  developed  and  published 
each  summer  after  the  annual  budget  is 
adopted.  This  document  summarizes  proposed 
highway  and  public  transportation  projects  that 
are  scheduled  over  the  next  three  years. 

The  draft  STIP  Is  available  for  public  review  and 
comment  at  IDOT  offices  and  through  the 
library  system  statewide. 

IDOT  documents  the  results  of  the  public 
Involvement  process  prior  to  the  development 
of  the  final  STIP. 
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Stage  III  The  Final  STIP 

The  final  STIP  is  published  and  submitted  to 
the  Federal  Highway  Administration  (FHWA) 
and  Federal  Transit  Administration  (FTA)  with¬ 
out  additional  review  and  comment  unless 
there  are  significant  changes  made  in  the  draft 
STIP,  such  as  program  emphasis  and  the 
addition  or  deletion  of  regionally  significant 
projects. 

Any  additions  or  deletions  to  the  STIP  require  a 
public  review  and  comment  period.  The  shift¬ 
ing  of  projects  between  years  within  the  STIP 
do  not  require  additional  public  review  and 
comment. 

The  notification  of  amendments  to  the  STIP  are 
published  in  the  predominant  (by  circulation) 
newspaper  serving  the  area  impacted  by  the 
project  being  amended. 


COMMENTS  ON  PROPOSED  PROCEDURES 

IDOT  is  accepting  comments  from  individuals 
and  organizations  on  these  proposed  public 
involvement  procedures  for  statewide  transpor¬ 
tation  planning  and  programming. 

Please  submit  your  comments  or  questions  to: 

Public  Involvement  Coordinator 
Office  of  Planning  and  Programming 
Room  307 

2300  South  Dirksen  Parkway 
Springfield  II  62764 

or  by  calling 
1-800-493-3434. 


Printed  by  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
April  1994  7000  copies 


Illinois  Department  of  Transportation 
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